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tion of the necessary precautions to prevent loans being
misapplied involves very heavy work for the directors.
In short, the bank illustrates many of the difficulties of
co-operative mortgage banking in primitive surround-
ings, just as the district with its heavy indebtednessl is
an example of the great need for an institution of the
kind. I came on by the night train to Basal, which
I reached at 2 a.m. Most cheerful at that cold heartless
hour was the sight of blazing logs in the rest-house.
After breakfast I set out to ride across the north-west
corner of the Punjab.

Leaving the Indus and the Kala Chitta hills behind
us, we picked our way across rugged uplands, sparsely
cultivated and thinly inhabited, and recalling with their
wide-set hills the lonely moorlands of Northumberland,
but entirely lacking their abundant grass. Though the
rainfall (25 inches) is much higher than in the south-
west, there is no suggestion of fertility, for there is no
canal and hardly a well. The fruitful mango and palm
are absent, and the stunted kikar and ber take their
place. Stones abound, and rock and ravine break the
terraced fields. In such a country no one could be well
off without ample resources. In Talagang, one of the
tahsils of the district, '14 acres are barely sufficient to
support a family,'2 and probably twice this area would
be needed to support it in comfort. Actually much of
the land is owned by landlords and cultivated by tenants,
and nearly all who came to see me to-day, both at Basal
and at Kunda, were landlords. Their information may
be summarized as follows:

Tenants Tenants change their holdings every four or five
years, unless they live in a village which belongs to a
single owner. In that case families may farm the same
land for generations, since change means leaving the
village, a thing that every villager hates.3 All agreed

1 See the author's op. ctt., pp. 116-17.                         * Ibid., p. 87.

3 Cf. 'Tenants are not very mobile, and it is rare to find them migrating

from one village to another' {Talagang A. R., 1925, p. aa).